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REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS 

a. Concomitant circumstances. 

1. Time and place. 

2. Physical and mental capacity, tools, clothing, etc. 

b. Prospectant circumstances. 

1. Moral character. 

2. Emotion (motive). 

3. Plan (design, intention). 

4. Habit (usage, custom). 

c. Eetrospectant circumstances. 

1. Mechanical (physical) traces. 

2. Mental traces. 
V. The datum solvendum. 

In Part II, Wigmore takes up testimonial evidence with reference 
to the effect on the trustworthiness of testimony of generic human 
traits (race, age, sex, mental diseases, moral character, feeling and ex- 
perience), of the testimonial process itself (perception, memory, narra- 
tion), the extent and sources of error in testimony and the relative 
probative value of circumstantial and testimonial evidence. 

When these portions of the work have been mastered, the student 
is ready to undertake the "problems" of Part III, which consist of 
masses of mixed evidence taken from concrete cases and which are de- 
signed to be used for mere mental entertainment or for serious analysis 
and study. That is, Wigmore recommends that his readers practice 
disentangling from masses of evidence the logical interconnections of 
the various evidential items and assigning each its proper place and 
weight. To aid in this process he presents a new and interesting log- 
ical schema for determining the "net persuasive effect of a mixed mass 
of evidence." This schema takes the form of a chart, upon which nu- 
merous symbols represent the evidential items and their mutual inter- 
relations. The symbols facilitate the process of ordering ideas into ra- 
tional sequence and combination. The mere construction of such a 
chart has surely direct value because of the necessity that it entails for 
clarity of thinking. Why, indeed, might not exercises of this sort 
form an admirable feature of courses in logic or in argumentation for 
all college students, whether prospective lawyers or not? 

The reviewer has no authority to evaluate this book as a contribu- 
tion to legal literature, but as a psychologist keenly interested in the ap- 
plication of psychological experiment to legal problems, he has read this 
work with the greatest satisfaction and profit. 

Cornell University. G. M. Whipple. 
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